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2. (3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3-1 7,20-33.35-49 and 52-64 . 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after allowance or after an Office 
action under Ex Parte Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213 (Comm'r Pat. 1935). Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, prosecution in this application has 
been reopened pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 07/27/2005 
has been entered. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicants amended claims 6, 7, 22, 28, 32, 38 and 39 to define ASA type resin. 

The claimed invention is directed to a method of for producing an aery Ion itrile-styrene- 
acrylate (ASA) type resin comprising a discontinuous elastomeric phase dispersed in a 
rigid thermoplastic phase, wherein the elastomeric phase comprises a polymer having 
structural units derived from at least one (C1-C12)alkyl (meth)acrylate) monomer, and 
said method comprises the steps of : (a) polymerizing a mixture of monomers in a first 
stage in the presence of the elastomeric phase, at least one of which monomers is 
selected from the group consisting of vinyl aromatic monomers and at least one of 
which monomers is selected from the group consisting of monoethylenically unsaturated 
nitrile monomers, following by (b) polymerizing a mixture of monomers in at least one 
subsequent stage in the presence of the elastomeric phase from (a), wherein the 
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monomers comprise at least one vinyl aromatic monomer, at least one 
monoethylenically unsaturated nitrile monomer, and at least one monomer selected 
from the group consisting of (C1-C12)alkyl- and aryl-(meth)acrylate monomers. 

The new IDS filed on July 27, 2005 have been considered. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art does not disclose or fairly suggest the method for preparing an acrylonitrile 
-styrene-acrylate (ASA) type resin specified in the method claims 1, 3-17, 20-32 nor a 
composition of ASA resin specified in the composition claims 33, 35-49 and 52-64. 
Reference US Patent 4,351,921 to Kishida et al discloses a diene rubber-containing 
thermoplastic resin. Kishida does not disclose the elastomeric phase comprising 
acrylate rubber. 

References 3,957,916 to Tanno et al and U.S. Patent 4,1 1 1 ,876 to Bailey et al disclose 
a polyvinyl chloride resin, which is not require in the present claims. 
EP 0913408 discloses a process for producing a polyalkyl(meth)acrylate rubber latex 
and a molding composition comprising a thermoplastic resin rigid phase and a grafted 
said rubber latex. Reference does not disclose a discontinuous elastomeric phase 
dispersed in two rigid thermoplastic phases. 

JP 52-33656 discloses an acrylic elastomer latex and polymerization of mixture of 
monomers of styrene, acrylonitrile and methylmethacrylate in the presence said latex. 
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Reference does not disclose a discontinuous elastomeric phase dispersed in 
subsequent stage in the second rigid thermoplastic phase. 
JP 59-108056 does not disclose a composition and a method of making said 
composition comprising a discontinuous elastomeric phase dispersed in a rigid 
thermoplastic phase. 

JP 62-151442 discloses a different elastomeric phase such as an ethylene-alpha-olefin 
rubber and a different method of producing a thermoplastic resin composition. 
JP 9-272783 discloses a diene copolymer rubber, different method and different 
composition. 

JP 11-240925 discloses a multilayered styrene copolymer comprising a silane 
compound and an ethylene-olefin rubber that does not require in the present claims. 
JP 2001-40160 discloses a silicon oil that does not require in the instant invention. Also, 
reference does not disclose a discontinuous elastomeric phase dispersed in two rigid 
thermoplastic phases. 

The prior art is no close as that previously of record. 

Claims 1, 3-17, 20-33, 35-49 and 52-64 are allowable for the same reason given in the 
parent application 10/748,394 in the office action mailed on 06/07/2005. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olga Asinovsky whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1066. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on 571-272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Olga Asinovsky 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1711 

Yi 

James J. Sekileok 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 1 700 



